Ethical considerations
Our program places strong emphasis on the ethical use of generative AI. This encourages you to think critically about the purpose of your education, your role in civic and political life, how knowledge is produced and valued, and even the environmental footprint of emerging technologies. We list some key considerations below:
	
Environmental costs
	Data centres are rapidly proliferating around the world to accommodate the increased use of AI technologies. These data centres are known to have significant environmental footprint in terms of energy and fresh water use. 

	
Knowledge  sovereignty
	Unfettered AI use include the risk of cultural appropriation, where sacred or community‑owned knowledge is scraped into training datasets without consent (some are calling this “tech colonialism”. AI systems can also misrepresent, decontextualise, or commodify Indigenous knowledge, undermining community authority over how that knowledge is shared and used.

	

Truth telling
	There is a risk of AI producing fabricated or inaccurate information that appears authoritative, which can distort peoples understanding of historical or lived truths (often referred to as ‘hallucinations’). AI models may also replicate biases in their training data, leading to partial or incomplete narratives which is especially harmful when dealing with marginalised or sensitive histories.

	

Professional skills
	Unethical and uncritical use of GenAI could weaken professional skills in terms of analytical judgement by encouraging over‑reliance on automated outputs. It can also spread inaccuracies or biases into work such as policy advice and strategic analysis, damaging decision quality. In sensitive sectors, improper AI use risks breaches of confidentiality and, ultimately, can undermine professional credibility and accountability.



Even if you elect to actively not use GenAI in your studies, just be mindful that many online sources now include AI generated content. For example, search engines increasingly provide AI‑generated summaries, and websites may blend human‑written and AI‑produced material without clear labelling. When researching, it’s important to read critically, check the provenance of information, and verify details with reliable, original sources.
AI Declaration Table 
Ensure you include this at the end of all your written assignments. Note the table should not exceed 150 words. 
	What tools were used?
	How did you use them?
	Why did you use them?
	What ethical risks may arise from this use of AI?

	List tools such as ChatGPT, CoPilot, Grammarly, Google summaries etc
	Examples may include editing, feedback, image generation
	Provide a qualitative statement on why you chose to use these tools
	Provide a qualitative reflection of risks considered (you may refer to some of those listed in the ethical considerations table)



