
Building BelongingBuilding Belonging
Building students’ sense of belonging involves humanising the educational 
experience, ensuring it is not merely transactional, but deeply relational, 

personal and potently transformative.

If you are interested in 
accessing support to build 
belonging in your course or 
subject, please contact the 
Teaching and Curriculum 
Team in IML
Alisa.Percy@uts.edu.au

Welcome email before session
Warm welcome video on Canvas
Online icebreaker/ introductions
Get to know your students

Reaching out early

Setting the tone for engagement

Communicating care 
and concern

Weekly email or Canvas Announcement
Interactivity and teacher talk on Canvas
Chat time in class
Regular active and collaborative learning activities
Encouragement to connect on social media and 
access UTS Clubs and Societies

Facilitating ongoing engagement

Celebrate and value diversity in the classroom
Integrate academic literacy development
Teach compassionate micro-skills in groupwork

Building capability

Curation of learning in portfolio
Student conference/ gallery walk

Celebrating and Showcasing

What are you noticing that has changed?
How can you evidence this?
What would you like to try next?

AMAZING THINGS HAPPEN

Stories of professional experience
Explore careers from the first year of study
Interviews with industry professionals

Fostering professional identity

Fostering meaningful 
encounters

Triple-check the accessibility of learning materials
Getting started in your first class
Annotate the subject outline
Provide a way to ask questions during class

Celebrating diversity
Starting from where students are

Providing direction and scaffolding
Connecting the personal and professional

Inspiring agency
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The Practices The Principles

Warm and friendly language and tone
Expressing high expectations

Validating students’ experiences

Valuing relationship-focused activities
Facilitating respectful dialogue

Noticing and acting on exclusion

Practising radical 
inclusion

Providing choice and flexibility
Appealing to future goals

Sparking students' imagination about their 
purpose in the world

Make your feedback warm and wise
Use audio or video to humanise the feedback
Embed opportunities for feedback/ feed forward
Provide opportunities for self and peer feedback
Seek feedback from your students

Promoting feedback as learning

https://lx.uts.edu.au/collections/adaptable-resources/resources/welcome-to-the-subject/
https://lx.uts.edu.au/collections/adaptable-resources/resources/icebreakers/
https://www.cmu.edu/teaching/designteach/teach/classroomclimate/strategies/individuals.html
https://lx.uts.edu.au/blog/2020/07/29/how-to-be-social-and-present-in-the-online-classroom/
https://lx.uts.edu.au/collections/group-work-and-student-collaboration/
https://activateuts.com.au/
https://drexel.edu/soe/resources/student-teaching/advice/importance-of-cultural-diversity-in-classroom/
https://ro.uow.edu.au/jutlp/vol15/iss4/6/
https://www.rushingtoyoga.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/TG_MBL-webinar-slides-for-24.1.19.pdf
https://lx.uts.edu.au/collections/accessibility/resources/accessible-practices/
https://lx.uts.edu.au/collections/building-belonging-into-your-classroom/resources/build-belonging-into-your-first-class/
https://onehe.org/eu-activity/annotate-the-syllabus/
https://lx.uts.edu.au/collections/adaptable-resources/resources/backchanneling/
https://lx.uts.edu.au/collections/feedback-for-student-learning/resources/video-and-audio-feedback/
https://lx.uts.edu.au/collections/feedback-for-student-learning/resources/feedback-and-learning/
https://lx.uts.edu.au/collections/feedback-for-student-learning/resources/peer-feedback/
https://lx.uts.edu.au/collections/adaptable-resources/resources/exit-ticket/
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